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of office was marked by two of the greatest triumphs ever won by peaceful menus, namely, over France in 1787 and Spain in i?£>o; but these, as we have seen, were essentially the work of 1'iU. There could be but one successor to Leeds. Grcnvillc, though a far from attractive personality, possessed qualities of shrewdness, good sense, and untiring assiduity. He was strong where Lcccln was weak, namely, in system, thoroughness, and equability; but ho was weak where Leeds was strong, namely, in managing men. George III certainly approved of the accession <jf Gr<jnvi)!c to power, and sent to him the seals on the snmo dny. After some delay, arising from Pitt's desire that Coruwnlllfl should succeed Grcnville at the Home Office, Dumln.s took that appointment.1
On 2Oth April, then, Kwart was instructed to return to Berlin for the purpose of explaining to Frederick William that the difficulties .msiiifr from the trend of public opinion and the opportunity afforded by the Danish proposals induced the Hritish Government to seek for a peaceful compromise with Russia. I'HL al.so urged the desirability of Austria joining the Triple AUiuncu. A.s to the new Uu.sso-Turkish boundary, it should be fixutl if possible Kast of the Dniester, namely, at Lake Tclcgul, the IntKlfi eastward up to the River Hug being also loft a desert.'
Kwart arrived nt I'otsclam on 2<jth April (a remarkably quick journey), and found Frederick William in a gracious mood. The KiiiK agreed lo Pitt's new proposals, and highly approved of the overtures to Austria. While expressing mortification at the change of front towards Russia, he assured Ewart of his belief in tbo good Intentions of the JJritiah Ministry. It ia easy to sec llmi Frederick William felt some relief at the prospect of avoiding a war, of which nearly all his counsellors expressed disapproval. HerUborg on 24th April assured Lucchcsini that a war with KuHMln would probably be the tomb of the Prussian monarchy;1 Tlutru was, Indued, every need for caution, owing to the doubtful nililudoof Austria. Lord Klgin followed the Emperor Leopold lo Florence fur the purpose of urging him to join the Triple Alliance; but, while receiving the overture with Tuscan gracious-
1 "Uropmoro I'.," ii, 54-6; Dr. Hum, "Pol. Ilim. of EnKland," x, 328.
1 "K. O.," I'nisairt, 21. Grenvillc lo Kwnrt, 201)1 Aj>ril 1791. The detail* given nbovo refulo Sorel'a fliatc)nciu(ii,ao8) that IMll changed front brusque-mtnf, nnd chiirgcd Fnwkoncr to «ny llmi lie would tfivo way about Oaflko/T.
1 Uembmaki, 1,t to the ItaHic; and we may
